Sporting Behaviour and Conduct

In keeping with the EPSB Athletics goals of excellence in sportsmanship and cooperation, all participants in EPSB interschool athletics are responsible to conduct themselves with respect and courtesy. 

There must be a school representative at all competitions (games, meets, bonspiels etc.) to supervise and ensure sporting behaviour. Teams may not play without a staff member from each school present. Supervision does not end until the school or host facility (including school grounds) is entirely cleared of players.  

*Supervised spectators at both league and playoff games are permitted at the discretion of the host school.  Each school should provide a supervisor(s) other than the coach for its spectators. 

*Spectators are currently not permitted. Schools will be contacted if there is any change to this protocol for the 2022 season.

In line with the Alberta Schools Athletic Association (2018-2019 ASAA Policy Handbook), EPSB Athletics encourages the following sporting behavior: 

Team Members: 
Coaches, players, and bench personnel must demonstrate qualities of courtesy and good sportsmanship. These are evidenced by proper acceptance of officials’ judgment, positive encouragement and bench behavior, and respect for opposing players as well as for teammates.

*Spectators
Spectators, both student and adult, must demonstrate courtesy and good sportsmanship by positive cheers of encouragement for their team, not against the opposing team. This is evidenced by the absence of booing and vulgarities. Spectators must also show proper acceptance of officials’ judgment. 


Statement on Discipline:
Coaches, as representatives of the school, are responsible for the conduct of all members of the team, including players and assistant coaches.

For a coach to address, or permit anyone on his/her bench to address uncomplimentary remarks to any official during a competition, or to indulge in conduct that might incite players or spectators against the officials, is a violation of the rules of the game and must likewise be considered unsporting behavior.

Behaviour by any member of a team deemed objectionable conduct as defined in the rule book for a sport shall be immediately subject to the penalty prescribed in the rule book for such an offense. In this situation during a game, the head official for the game shall be empowered to see that the penalty is carried out (including ejection of team member/personnel from the game site) to allow the game to continue or if necessary, to halt further play and award the game to the non-offending team.

*A spectator engaged in behavior deemed unsporting, including uncomplimentary remarks to the officials, players or coaches, shall be subject to ejection from the game site.
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Any unsporting or violent behaviour e.g. fighting, that results in an ejection of an athlete or coach from participation in a competition shall result in a suspension from the next scheduled competition (game, match etc.) of the current season.

Any conduct that results in dishonor to the athlete, the team, or the school will be acted on immediately, once reported to the Junior High Athletics Coordinators (JHAC). 

The JHAC will collect reports from all parties involved (can include officials, coaches, players, spectators). Once all information is collected the JHAC will share with the School Principals and Athletic Directors of the school(s) involved to deal with in the manner which they deem necessary.

The Junior High Athletics Coordinators, with the Junior High Athletics Steering Committee, are at liberty to impose further sanctions or suspensions, if warranted, for egregious or multiple offences by a given participant.


Fair play codes in the form of a Players Code of Conduct (appendix A), Coaches Code of Conduct (appendix B), Parents Code of Conduct (appendix C), and Spectators Code of Conduct (appendix D) have been developed and are available in the JH Athletics Handbook – please use and refer to these as necessary.


